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Text of petition:

A defibrillator is a device designed to save lives in emergency situations. It
plays a crucial role in providing immediate care to individuals experiencing a
cardiac arrest. During such a medical emergency, time is of the essence, and
the presence of a defibrillator can be the difference between life and death.
Research has shown that with the use of a defibrillator, survival rates are
increased to 50 - 70%. These devices are user-friendly and can be operated
by individuals with minimal training.

With the addition of this legislation, people in work places and sport clubs
will have increased coverage of a bystander defibrillator and therefore
increasing survival rates of anyone in close proximity suffering from a cardiac
arrest.
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1. Background

Just 1in 20 survive an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest (OHCA) in Wales.
There are around 2,800 OHCAs in Wales each year.

Every minute without cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and
defibrillation reduces the chance of survival by up to 10 per cent.

Early CPR and defibrillation can more than double the chances of
survival.

It's estimated that public-access defibrillators (PADs) are used in less
than 10 per cent of OHCAs.

2. Welsh Government action

plan (the OHCA plan). The OHCA plan states that raising public awareness to
ensure early recognition and prompt intervention in OHCA is paramount. It also
notes that immediate initiation of bystander CPR can double or quadruple
survival from OHCA and that survival rates are significantly improved with the use
of a defibrillator within 3-5 minutes of collapse.

The OHCA plan’s key outcomes and actions include:

Actively promoting CPR training and how to use a defibrillator.
Defibrillators are readily available and accessible to the public.
Public are aware defibrillators are easy to use and can do no harm.

Work collaboratively to ensure all defibrillators are mapped to increase
accessibility and availability.

Ensure clear protocols and procedures are in place so defibrillators are
available for operational use at all times.

Make sure that people know what to do if an OHCA happens.
Increase the number of people who are willing to give CPR a go.
Increase the public’'s understanding of defibrillators.

Make sure that everyone’s chance of surviving an OHCA is the same
across Wales.



https://www.bhf.org.uk/-/media/files/for-professionals/research/heart-statistics/bhf-cvd-statistics-wales-factsheet.pdf?rev=aac0954754d14efb8da6348599b7514a&hash=F609B99EC0E150A7F70845542CAE77C7#page=9
https://www.gov.wales/out-hospital-cardiac-arrest-plan
https://phw.nhs.wales/services-and-teams/healthy-working-wales/whats-new/save-a-life-cymru/
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Wales about helping anyone suffering an OHCA and help develop their skills and
confidence in providing CPR and defibrillation; and improving public access to
defibrillators.

implementing the OHCA plan. It noted that:

. The OHCA plan was developed to improve OHCA outcomes in Wales.

. SalC is bringing together organisations across Wales to help develop
CPR and defibrillation skills.

. Communities and organisations which already have defibrillators are

network providing a national overview of where defibrillators can be
found).

In response to this petition, the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Social Care
confirmed:

. More than 8,000 defibrillators are registered on The Circuit, doubling
the number since 2019.

. SalLC has been instrumental in encouraging the installation, use and
support of public access defibrillators by appointing community co-
ordinators for every area of Wales; the first UK nation to have created
these “influential community roles”.

The Cabinet Secretary said that Welsh Government fully supported making
lifesaving equipment, such as defibrillators, more accessible in communities
across Wales saying it had adopted a “supportive approach” to make
defibrillators become “established and normalised across Wales”. She added:

The issue has been raised by the Petitions Committee previously and the
Welsh Government'’s position remains unchanged - we do not believe
introducing legislation to mandate the provision of defibrillators is the
best way to increase the number of devices that are available. Legislation
could be counter-productive, difficult to enforce, and add unnecessary
layers of bureaucracy.



https://www.gov.wales/lifesaving-programme-given-cash-boost-keep-going-welsh-government
https://executive.nhs.wales/functions/networks-and-planning/cardiovascular/save-a-life-cymru/salc-programme/the-chain-of-survival/
https://executive.nhs.wales/functions/networks-and-planning/cardiovascular/save-a-life-cymru/salc-programme/the-chain-of-survival/
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-update-progress-implementing-out-hospital-cardiac-arrest-plan
https://www.thecircuit.uk/
https://www.gov.wales/we-are-committed-improving-community-access-defibrillators-boost-cardiac-arrest-survival-rates-vows
https://www.gov.wales/new-funding-increase-defibrillator-access-wales
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3. Welsh Parliament action

noted its development of the OHCA plan which it said would correlate with the
themes of the Committee’s recommendations.

that it had previously provided funding to access defibrillators, it was considering
a further round of funding, and that Welsh Ambulance Services NHS Trust had
previously contacted schools to offer defibrillators.

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in this
briefing is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware that
these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to
reflect subsequent changes.



https://senedd.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld10284/cr-ld10284-e.pdf
https://senedd.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10370/gen-ld10370-e.pdf
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/12430#A67035
https://business.senedd.wales/ieIssueDetails.aspx?IId=38335&PlanId=0&Opt=3#AI68894
https://business.senedd.wales/documents/s123064/Correspondence%20from%20the%20Minister%20for%20Education%20and%20Welsh%20Language%209%20February%202022.pdf

